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For one dress length of
Today this represents £900
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Kendal - The Pattern Book 1769

John Crewdson’s Pattern Book with 498 samples of woven cloth.

Y | This is a book of 498 textile samples each
with a stock number. The samples are of|
linsey-woolsey cloth which has a linen warp
and a woollen or worsted wefl, One or two
samples also have a very litile additional
cotton or silk. It seems likely that all the| g
textiles were manufactured in or about
Kendal. In national terms this may be a
unique relic of the time. It has been
suggested that this was a chapman’s patiern
book. i.e. one that was taken out by
travelling chapmen or pedlars to gain orders.
However, these people were *mercers for the
poor’. They carried goods of all sons for
immediate sale, usually on just one horse, It
is much more likely that the book was a
stock book indexed to individual weavers. It
may have been taken to big fairs or other
merchants and used in the wholesale trade,
. mot retail,




